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Mayday: Rescue at Sea Royal Mail salutes
the lifeboat and coastguard services

PORTLAND

RESCUE AT SEA

Si1x sTaMPs honouring the lifeboat and coastguard services go on sale at
Post Office branches and Royal Mail Tallents House on 13 March. They
feature rescue at sea at various locations around the British coast: Barra
(Outer Hebrides), 1st class; Appledore, 46p; Portland, 48p; St Ives, 54p;

Selsey, 6gp; and Tenby, 78p. The stamps, designed by Hat-trick Design of

London, are printed by Walsall in litho. The stamps have interrupted per-
forations along the top and bottom edges — gaps being created in the line
of perforations by the omission of pins, to spell out ‘sos’.

FirsT DAY FACILITIES Orders for serviced Fpcs must reach Tallents House
(address below) by the day of issue. Collectors may send stamped covers
on the day of issue to: Royal Mail Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Cres-
cent, Edinburgh Ex12 gpB (Tallents House postmark) or to their nearest
Royal Mail Special Handstamp Centre (Poole postmark), marking the out-
er envelope ‘FD0808’ or ‘Fp080g’. Covers can be posted or handed in at
main Post Office branches for the Poole postmark.

For details of sponsored handstamps and addresses of the Handstamp
Centres see the British Postmark Bulletin — available on subscription from
Tallents House (£12.25 Uk/Europe, £24.95 elsewhere). For a free sample
copy write to: British Postmark Bulletin, Royal Mail, 35-50 Rathbone
Place, London wiT 1HQ.

Rescue at sea stamps Earlier Royal Mail issues have featured stamps on
this theme, including the 1964 Lifeboat Conference issue, the 1972 Anniver-
saries set (72p 19th century Coastguard stamp), and the 1985 Safety at

Sea issue o
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Left: the first day cover.

A presentation pack (below),
designed by Hat-trick Design,
provides an illustrated history
of the lifeboat and coastguard
services
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