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The Farmers’ Tale The ninth of 12 sets of

Millennium stamps to be issued in 1999 is
on the theme of farming
The design of the igp stamp, by David Tress, features strip farming. This
dates back many centuries and was a prevalent form of farming system in
England until the Enclosure Movement of the 18th and 19th centuries.
The 26p value, by Christopher Wormell, depicts mechanical farming.
One of the greatest agricultural innovators was Jethro Tull (1674-1741),
author of The New Horse Hoeing Husbandry (1731). Until the 17th century
seeds were sown by scattering over fields by hand. Full realised if they were
sown in rows fewer seeds were needed and it was easier to extract weeds.
In 1701 he invented a machine drill that sowed seeds in rows; its rotary
mechanism was the foundation of all subsequent sowing instruments.
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Farmers’ Tale stamps will
go on sale at post offices
and philatelic outlets on 7
September.
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The 19p stamp, by David Tress, features strip
farming. This dates back many centuries and
is still practised today at the Nottinghamshire
village of Laxton.
The 26p, by Christopher Wormell, represents
mechanical farming practices introduced dur
ing the agricultural revolution, which preceded
the industrial revolution in the 18th century.
The 44p, Food from afar by Tessa Traeger,
features the potato. Introduced into Britain by
European travellers, by the 18th century it was
the staple crop to feed the poor.
The 64p stamp, by Richard Cooke, is entitled
Satellite agriculture. New techniques enable
farmers to detect variations in crops and soil,
bringing significant environmental benefits.

Below, medieval ploughmen, from a Book of
Hours (by permission of The British Library).
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Cylinders and colours
I9p P84 phosphor • 1A grey
black • 1B greenish yellow •
1C cerise • 1D new blue • 1E
silver
26p P85 phosphor • 1A
chestnut • 1B orange-brown
• 1C violet-blue • 1D grey
black • 1E pale turquoise
green • 1F silver

44p P85 phosphor • 1A silver
• 1B yellow-brown • 1C brown
• 1D grey-black
64p P85 phosphor • 1A deep
brown • 1B greenish yellow •
2C magenta • 1D new blue •
1E silver
Phosphor numbers are oppo
site row 18. On the 26p, 44p
and 64p, phosphor bands are
vignetted (they fade towards
their edges), to reduce their
impact on the stamp design.
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The 44p value, inscribed ‘Food from afar’, features the potato. From the
16th century, the British Empire provided Britons with a range of food
stuff of unparalleled diversity. The potato had a major impact. Grown
originally by the indigenous peoples of South America, it was introduced
into Britain by European travellers. Initially grown for medicinal purpos
es, by the 18th century it was the staple crop to feed the poor. The stamp
was designed by Tessa Traeger.
The 64P stamp, designed by Richard Cooke, is entitled Satellite agri
culture. New techniques, exploiting photographic and navigation satel
lites, enable farmers to detect variations in crops and soil. By applying
pesticides and fertilisers to those parts, farmers can greatly reduce chemi
cals and costs. The system has significant environmental benefits.
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Invented in 1701 by Jethro Tull (1474-1741), a Berkshire
londowner, the seed drill sowed seeds individually in
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Presentation pack The wellillustrated pack above (price
£1.90) will be available from
philatelic outlets and main
post offices.
Mrs J Robinson
200 Manorbier Road
Ilkeston
Derbyshire
DE7 4AB
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First day facilities Unstamped Royal Mail fdc envelopes will be avail
able from main post offices and philatelic outlets about a week before 7
September, price 25P. Orders for fdcs with the stamps cancelled by a pic
torial first day postmark of the Bureau or Laxton (strip farming) must reach
the Bureau by 7 September. Price £2.22 uk (including vat) or £1.89 over
seas (no vat).
Collectors may send stamped covers on the day of issue to: British Phi
latelic Bureau, 20 Brandon Street, Edinburgh EH3 5TT, or Special Hand
stamp Centre, Royal Mail, St Stephens Street, Birmingham b6 4AA (Laxton
postmark), marking the outer envelope ‘FD9921’ (Bureau), or ‘FD9922’
(Laxton).Covers can be posted or handed in at main post offices for the
Laxton postmark. A non-pictorial Laxton postmark is also available from
the Birmingham Handstamp Centre, request ‘FD9922 np’.
Bilingual Welsh/English versions of the Laxton pictorial and non-pictori
al handstamps can be obtained by sending covers to the Special Handstamp
Centre, Royal Mail, Penarth Road, Cardiff cfi iaa, quoting reference
FD9922 Bil (pictorial) and FD9922 np Bil (non-pictorial).
Sponsored handstamps will be announced in the British Postmark Bul
letin - available on subscription from the Bureau (£10 UK/Europe; £21.75
elsewhere). Covers may bear just the igp Farmers’ Tale stamp for any phi
latelic postmark in use on 7 September.

Technical details
Printer De La Rue Security
Print

Process Gravure

Size 37 x 35mm

Sheets 100

Millennium philatelic products A well-illustrated Farmers’ Tale
pack (price £1.90) and stamp cards (25P each) will be available from main
post offices and philatelic outlets. A Millennium Stamps Album, with pages
for the 1999 issues, also three fdc and three presentation pack pages, is
available from the British Philatelic Bureau. Price: album and slipcase
£19.99; sets °f pages only £9.99. A presentation case has been produced
to display the Millennium packs and covers. Enquiries: British Philatelic
Bureau, 20 Brandon Street, Edinburgh EH3 5TT •
Millennium stamp book The second Millennium stamp book will go on
sale on 21 September. This contains a pane of eight 1st class nvi defini
tives and a pane of two 26p Farmers’ Tale stamps with surrounding mar
gin, giving a miniature sheet appearance. The book, price £2.60, will be
available from the Bureau and po Counters philatelic outlets only. The
stamps are printed by Walsall in gravure; the Farmers’ d ale stamps issued
in sheets on 7 September are by De La Rue. Specialist collectors may notice
differences in the gum and/or phosphor reaction between stamps from
the two printers. There will be no first day facilities and panes from this
book will not qualify for First Day of Issue postmarks in use on 21 Sep
tember for the World Changers prestige stamp book. Covers can, howev
er, be posted for other philatelic postmarks as announced in the British
Postmark Bulletin.
The first Millennium book, issued on 12 May, contains a pane of eight
1st class nvis and a pane of one 26p Settlers’ Tale and one 26p Workers’
Tale stamps •
375

Perforation 14 x 14.5
Phosphor One band 19p •
two bands others

Gum PVA
Central sheet gutter Vertical
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