This year’s Christmas stamps mark the 150th
anniversary of the publication of A Christmas
Carol, written by Charles Dickens (1812-70).
Within the book children mingle as equals with
adults, and adults rediscover the simple
pleasures of childhood. But its main concern
was the deprivation, ignorance and iniquities of
19th  century society. Dickens proclaimed
ignorance “the most prolific parent of misery
and crime.”

Within a week of its publication some 6000
copies of A Christmas Carol had been sold at five
shillings each; a reprint was put in hand.
Dickens declared the book “a most prodigious
success - the greatest, I think.”

The Christmas Carol characters featured on
the stamps are: 19p — Bob Cratchit and Tiny
Tim, 25p — Mr & Mrs Fezziwig; 30p — Scrooge;
35p — The Prize Turkey; 41p — Mr Scrooge’s
nephew.

The stamps cover the basic inland 1st and 2nd
class rates and the rates for letters to European
countries, and basic airmail postcards and letters.

The five stamps were designed by Quentin
Blake, OBE, RDI, FCSD. Mr Blake, born 1932, was
educated at Downing College, Cambridge and
was appointed a Senior Fellow at the Royal
College of Art in 1988. He has been a freelance
artist and illustrator since 1957. His work has
been exhibited on numerous occasions, with a
retrospective exhibition at the National Theatre
in 1984. His publications, as author and
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illustrator, are voluminous, including books for
children. He has provided illustrations for
works by Ogden Nash, Sir Andrew Lloyd
Webber and Tim Rice, Roald Dahl, Sir Clement
Freud, Lewis Carroll, Evelyn Waugh, and
George Orwell.
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First Day Facilities
Unstamped Royal Mail first day cover envelopes
will be available from main post offices, the
Bureau, Collections, Post Shops Plus, and
Philatelic Counters around a week before 9
November, price 25p.

The Bureau will provide a first day cover
service — collectors may order the Royal Mail
cover bearing the stamps cancelled with a
pictorial “First Day of Issue” postmark of the
Philatelic Bureau, or Bethlehem, price £2.18
(including VAT) to UK addresses, £1.86 to
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overseas addresses (no VAT). Orders for first
day covers must be received at the British
Philatelic Bureau by 9 November.

Collectors may send their own stamped
covers, on the day of issue, for the Philatelic
Burcau, or Bethlehem cancels, to: British
Philatelic  Bureau, 20 Brandon  Street,

EDINBURGH EH3 5TT or Special Handstamp
Centre, Royal Mail, Penarth Road, CARDIFF CF1
1AA (Bethlehem postmark). The outer envelope
should be endorsed “Pictorial First Day of Issue
postmark”.

First Day Posting Boxes will be provided at
most main post offices for collectors who wish
to post covers to receive the standard, non-
pictorial “First Day of Issue” handstamps.

Details of other special handstamps,
sponsored by Royal Mail, stamp dealers and
others, will be found in the British Postmark
Bulletin — the Royal Mail’s magazine for
postmark collectors. It is available on
subscription from the British Philatelic Bureau:
£10 UK and Europe; £21.75 Rest of World
(Airmail).

Christmas 19p stamp

Collectors are advised that it will be in order to
affix just the 19p Christmas stamp to covers to
receive all special cancels (“First Day of Issue”,
sponsored and philatelic counter) in use on 9
November. The mimimum Ist class rule is
suspended on this day as the Christmas set
includes a 2nd class rate stamp. It should be
noted that this concession applies only to the
19p Christmas stamp; covers bearing other than
Christmas stamps must bear at least 1st class

postage.

Christmas Stamp Books

A book containing twenty 19p Christmas
stamps will be available from post offices, the
Bureau, Collections, Post Shops Plus and
Philatelic Counters. Price £3.80, the book will
be on sale at post offices until Christmas Eve
unless previously sold out. It will remain on
philatelic sale for one year.

Also going on sale on 9 November will be a
book containing ten 25p stamps, price £2.50.
This will be on trial sale at post offices in the
Central TV area, and, for the benefit of
collectors, from the usual philatelic outlets. Both
books have a festive cover design.

Christmas Aerogramme

This year’s Christmas aerogramme will be
available at post offices and philatelic outlets
from 5 October, price 44p (including 34p
aerogramme postage). The price will remain 44p
after the new postal tariffs come into force on 1
November The aerogramme was illustrated in
last month’s Bulletin.

Royal Mail Yearbook

Volume 10 of the Royal Mail Special Stamps
Yearbook will go on sale on 9 November. The
handsomely ~ produced book  contains
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