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THE FIRST set in a new series of stamps depicting Great British Monarchs
goes on sale at Post Office branches and Royal Mail Tallents House on 28
February. The stamps feature: King Henry 1v (1399-1413) and Henry v
(1413-22), 15t class; Henry v1 (1422-61 & 1470-71) and Edward 1v (1461-70
& 1471-83), 54p; and Edward v (1483) and Richard 111 (1483-85), 69p. The
stamps were designed by Ian Chilvers of Atelier Works design group, and
printed in single sheets by Walsall in litho.

In addition there will be a miniature sheet, entitled “The Age of Lan-
caster and York’, containing two 1st class and two 78p stamps featuring
Owain Glyndwr, the Battle of Agincourt, the Battle of Tewkesbury, and

William Caxton.

FIrsT DAY FACILITIES Orders for serviced Fpcs must reach Tallents House
(address below) by the day of issue. Collectors may send stamped covers on
the day of issue to: Royal Mail Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent,
Edinburgh exi2 gpB (Tallents House postmark) or to their nearest Royal
Mail Special Handstamp Centre (for Tewkesbury postmark), marking the
outer envelope ‘Fp0801” or ‘FD0802’. Covers can be posted or handed in
at main Post Office branches for the Tewkesbury postmark.

For details of sponsored handstamps and addresses of the Handstamp
Centres see the British Postmark Bulletin — available on subscription from
Tallents House (£12.25 UKk/Europe, £24.95 elsewhere). For a free sample
copy write to: British Postmark Bulletin, Royal Mail, 35-50 Rathbone Place,

London wiT 1HQ.

PuiLateric propucTs A well-illustrated presentation pack (not shown)
gives brief biographies of the six monarchs featured on the stamps, and a
history of the Wars of the Roses and the Hundred Years War. The pack’s
author, historian Bettany Hughes, describes the long dynastic struggle be-
tween the House of York (whose symbol was a white rose) and the House
of Lancaster (a red rose), and looks at the many fundamental changes tak-
ing place in England’s society in this period.

The stamp cards reproduce the six sheet stamps, the four from the minia-
ture sheet and the sheet itself, 11 cards in total. »
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new series: the Houses of Lancaster and York

Set of stamps £ 3.14
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Monarchs on stamps The monarch’s head has been featured on all British
stamps since the Penny Black, in 1840. A few stamps have depicted earlier
monarchs: Elizabeth 1 (issued 1968); Henry viir (1982 and 1997), James 1
(v1 of Scotland) (1999) and Robert the Bruce, King of Scotland (1999) e
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Below: the murder of the Princes in the
Tower, described in Shakespeare’s play
Richard I1l.

sc. 3. I&mg ﬁtrhnrh ift. 111

0, h't me thmk on Hastings, and be gone
To Brecknock, while my fearful head is on.
[Zait.

SCENE 1I1.—The Same. i
Enter Tyrn-l. Above: Henry VI on a silver coin from

Tyr. The tyrannous and bloody act is done ; his reign. He inherited the thrones of
The most arch deed of piteous massacre England and France from his father
t ever yet this land was guilty of. : King Henry V, but the war continued.

ton and Forrest, whom I did suborn
y piece of ruthless butcher %
were flesh’d villains, bloody dogs,
tendernes< and mild compassion,

en in their death’s sad story.
iMiahtan Sl the asntle
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