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BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLETIN

Technical details

Designer Dick Davies

Printer Walsall Security
Printers

Process Gravure
Stamp size 32 x 30mm

Sheets PO branches will hold
sheets of 30. Sheets of 60,
with gutter margin, available
from Tallents House and from
selected PO philatelic outlets

Perforation 14 x 14.5 die-cut
Phosphor Two bands
Gum Self-adhesive

Gutter pairs Vertical

The Sky at Night Celebrating half a century

Eskimo Nebula €39
Cat's Eye Nebula C6
Helix Nebula C63

THE SECOND SPECIAL ISSUE in February comprises six stamps featuring
nebulae, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Sir Patrick Moore’s Tv
programme 7he Sky at Night. They go on sale at Post Office branches and
philatelic outlets and from Royal Mail Tallents House Edinburgh on 13
February. The stamps feature nebulae, defined in the dictionary as clouds
of gas and dust, sometimes glowing and sometimes appearing as a dark
silhouette against other glowing matters. Those depicted are: Saturn Neb-
); Cat’s Eye Nebula ¢6 and Helix

ula c¢55 and Eskimo Nebula ¢3g (1st cla
Nebula ¢63 (50p); and Flaming Star Nebula ¢31 and the Spindle c53 (72p).
(The names are from a classification system devised by Sir Patrick Moore.)
The stamps will be printed in se-tenant pairs on self-adhesive paper and
will have a brief description of each subject printed on the reverse. The

year of issue ‘2007’ is reversed out of the phosphor bands at bottom right.

FirsT DAY FACILITIES The FpC envelope, designed by Dick Davies, is
shown opposite. Orders for serviced Fpcs must reach Tallents House (ad-
dress below) by the day of issue. Collectors may send stamped covers on
the day of issue to: Royal Mail, Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent,
Edinburgh eni2 gps (Tallents House postmark), or to the nearest Special
Handstamp Centre (Star, Glenrothes, Fife postmark), marking the outer
envelope ‘Fpo705 (Tallents House) or ‘FpD0706’ (Star). These postmarks will
be applied in silver ink owing to the dark background colour of the stamps.
For details of other special postmarks see the British Postmark Bulletin.

PHILATELIC PRODUCTS A presentation pack will be available, as described
opposite. Details of a medal cover will be published later.

Sky oN sTamPs These stamps will add to a fairly substantial astronomy
collection, beginning with the Jodrell Bank Telescope (1966, 4d), and fol-
lowed by: the 150th anniversary of the Royal Astronomical Society (1970);
Greenwich Meridian (1984, featuring Earth as seen from Apollo 11, Green-
wich Observatory and Sir George Airy’s Transit Telescope); Halley’s comet
(1986, four stamps); centenary of the British Astronomical Association and
bicentenary of the Armagh Observatory (1990); Millennium Scientists’
Tale (1999, Saturn); Solar Eclipse miniature sheet (1999, Saturn); Millen-
nium National Space Science Centre, Leicester (2000); and the Astrono-
my miniature sheet (2002, galaxies and nebulac) e
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THE SKY AT NIGHT

of Sir Patrick Moore’s popular TV programme

The Sky at Night prices

Set of stamps

Flaming Star Nebula C31

The Spindle C53
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First day postmarks: Tallents
House and Star, Glenrot )
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