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Sounds of Britain Royal Mail’s next special

Technical details

Printer Cartor Security Print
Process Lithography
Stamp size 37 x 35mm
Sheets 25 and 50

Perforation 14 x 14.5
Phosphor Screen

Gum PVA

Gutter pairs Horizontal

Plates and colours
All values C1 silver • C1 yel

low • C1 magenta • C1 cyan
(blue) • C1 black • C1 phos
phor

Five stamps featuring the cultural diversity of music in the uk will be
available from Post Office branches and philatelic outlets and from Royal
Mail Tallents House Edinburgh from 3 October. The stamps feature: 1st
class Asian Sitar; 42P Caribbean Bass Player; 50P Latin American Maracas; 72P Irish Fiddle; and £1.19 Black American Blues. The stamps were
designed by cdt Design using photography by Paul Smith.
The Europa theme for 2006 is Cultural Diversity, and Royal Mail has
chosen to explore it through the universal language of music. The uk has
long been a melting pot for musical ideas and British musicians have taken
these influences, modified them and put them together again to create their
own sounds.
The stamps will be issued to Post Office branches in sheets of 25. How
ever, sheets of 50 with gutter margins will be available from selected Post
Office outlets and Royal Mail Tallents House. The year of issue ‘2006’ is
printed in micro-text and positioned amongst the smaller characters in the
designs. The 1st class and 5op stamps include the europa symbol used on
Europa issues since 1993.
The presentation pack (shown opposite) was written by Ken Hunt, and
designed by cdt with illustrations by Laura Carlin. Tracing the history
and development of a rich mixture of musical styles, it provides a concise
guide to modern British music.

First day facilities The fdc, designed by cdt, features musicians and
dancers, with the design extending onto the flap and reverse of the enve
lope. Orders for serviced fdcs must reach Tallents House (address below)
by the day of issue.
Collectors may send stamped covers on the day of issue to: Royal Mail,
Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh eh 12 9PB (Tallents
House postmark), or to one of Royal Mail’s Special Handstamp Centres
(Rock, Kidderminster, Worcs postmark), marking the outer envelope ‘fd
0635’ (Tallents House), or ‘FD0536’ (Rock).
For details of other special postmarks see the British Postmark Bulletin available on subscription from Tallents House (£12.25 UK/Europe; £24.95
elsewhere). For a free sample copy write to: The Editor, British Postmark
Bulletin, Royal Mail, 148 Old Street, London eciv 9HQ •
368
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issue captures a melting pot of musical ideas
Sounds of Britain prices

Set of stamps

£3.15

Presentation pack

£3.65

FDC envelope

£0.30

Serviced FDC (UK customers)

£4.18

Serviced FDC (overseas customers)

£3.56

Stamp cards set

£1.50
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Mrs J Robinson
200 Manorbier Road
Ilkeston
Derbyshire
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