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The stamps are designed by
Peter Willberg, who designed
last year's Jane Eyre stamps.
The presentation pack, first
day cover and pictorial First
Day postmarks are designed
by Andrew Ross.

Technical details
Printer De La Rue Security
Print

Process Gravure
Stamp size 27 x 37mm
Sheets 30 and 60
Perforation 14
Phosphor Two bands
Gum PVA

The National Portrait Gallery 1856-2006
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TEN 15T cLASS sTAMPS, printed as a se-tenant block, featuring portraits of
famous Britons in the National Portrait Gallery go on sale at Post Office
branches and philatelic outlets and Royal Mail Tallents House on 18 July.
The issue marks the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Gallery. The
10 subjects are: William Shakespeare, attributed to John Taylor, ¢1610; Sir
Joshua Reynolds, self-portrait, 1747-49; T S Eliot by Patrick Heron, 1949;
Sir Winston Churchill by Walter Sickert, 1927; Sir Walter Scott by Sir Fran-
cis Leggatt Chantrey, 1820; Virginia Woolf by George Charles Beresford,
1902; Charles Darwin by John Collier, 1881; Mary Ann Seacole by Albert
Charles Challen, 1869; Emmeline Pankhurst by Georgina Agnes Bracken-
bury, 1927; and Dame Cicely Saunders by Catherine Goodman. The por-
trait of Shakespeare was the first one acquired by the NPG, so it is especially
appropriate that it is included in this issue.

The Queen’s silhouette, printed in silver, is positioned upper right, with
the service indicator at top left. The name of each subject and ‘NATIONAL
PORTRAIT GALLERY is at the bottom of the stamp with the year ‘2006’ in
the stamp border at lower left.

The stamps will be issued to Post Office branches in sheets of 30. How-
ever sheets of 60 with gutter margins will be available from Post Office
philatelic outlets and Royal Mail Tallents House.

FIrsT DAY FACILITIES Unstamped Royal Mail Fpc envelopes will be avail-
able from main Post Office branches and philatelic outlets about a week
before 18 July, price 25p. Orders for Fpcs with the stamps cancelled by a
pictorial first day postmark of Tallents House or London wc2 must reach
Tallents House by the day of issue. Price £4.18 UK or £3.56 overseas.
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Collectors may send stamped covers on the day of issue to: Royal Mail
Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh en12 gpB (for Tallents
House postmark), or to one of Royal Mail’s Special Handstamp Centres
(London postmark) marking the outer envelope ‘Fp0625’ (Tallents House),
or ‘¥Fp0626° (London). Covers can be posted or handed in at main Post
Office branches for the London postmark. A non-pictorial London post-
mark is available from Special Handstamp Centres, request ‘Fp0o626 Np’. »

L ng at us,
boking at them

‘Damn him!" said an exasperated but admiring
Thomas Gainsborough of his rival portrait painter
Sir Joshua Reynolds, ‘How various he is?"
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Above: pictorial handstamps.
Sponsored handstamps for
18 July will be announced in
the British Postmark Bulletin
(see p259 for subscriptions).
For a sample copy write to:
The Editor, British Postmark
Bulletin, Royal Mail, 148 Old
Street, London EC1V 9HQ

A pack (detail left, £3.70) and
stamp cards (£3 per set) will
be available from main Post
Office branches and philatelic
outlets and Tallents House.

The pack was written by John
Cooper, former NPG Head of
Education and author of Great
Britons: The Great Debate,
which accompanied the BBC
TV series and a national poll
to find the greatest Briton of
all time. The pack relates the
story of the NPG, and shows
visitors studying the portraits
on display.
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From top, left to right: Balcony
Gallery, 2000; the premises at
Bethnal Green in 1885; the
Gallery's main entrance; and
the Ondaatje Wing main hall,
2000.

The NPG is open daily 10.00-
18.00 (Thursday & Friday until
21.00). Admission is free, but
charges are made for special
exhibitions

The NPG The Gallery was established in 1856, at
the suggestion of the 5th Earl of Stanhope. Both

Houses of Parliament approved, and Stanhope
was elected as chairman of the board of trustees.
Sir George Scharf, book illustrator and lecturer,
was appointed as secretary, charged with setting
up the Gallery. It opened in Great George Street,
Westminster in January 1859, with 57 portraits on display. A need for more
space led to a move to South Kensington (1869), then to Bethnal Green
(1885), and finally to its current home in St Martin’s Place, near Trafalgar
Square and the National Gallery, in April 1896. The building cost £96,000.
The premises have been extended over the years, most recently in 2000.
The collection, of over 10,000 portraits, covers famous Britons and those
who have made a notable contribution to our history and culture. William
Gladstone tops the list of the most portraits of a male (65), and The Queen
is the most depicted female (50 portraits). A selection of NPG portraits is on
permanent display at Monacute House, Somerset; Beningbrough Hall,
North Yorkshire; and Bodelwyddan Castle, Denbighshire o
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