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The stamps were designed 
by Simon Clay, born 1964, 
who studied at the Batley and 
Bournemouth & Poole colleges 
of Art & Design. He has worked 
in various photographic stu­
dios, as a self-employed pho­
tographer, and now as the 
photographer at the National 
Motor Museum, Beaulieu, 
Hants. Mr Clay, married with 
three children, cites music and 
motorcyling as his two main 
hobbies. He recently sold his 
Triumph 750 Bonneville to buy 
more photographic equipment 
to further his career - what 
devotion to duty!

The pack includes car illus­
trations from the original cat­
alogues, courtesy National 
Motor Museum, Beaulieu. 
The copy has been written by 
Quentin Willson, well-known 
motoring journalist of Top 
Gear magazine, and presen­
ter of the Top Gear BBC2 
series.
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Classic sports cars Stamps commemorating five popular classic British 
sports cars go on sale at post offices, and philatelic outlets on i October. 
This year marks the centenary of the first British-built car, and of the the 
first London-to-Brighton run.

The 2Op stamp (inland 2nd class rate) features the Triumph TR3 of 
which over 13,000 were produced between 1955 and 1957. The car was 
squat, snorty, and multi-carburettored. It was capable of speeds of nomph, 
ancl cost what now seems a piffling £699. Triumph was keen to exploit 
the us market and many TR3S were exported. It was noted for its lack of 
door handles, wind-up windows and lowness of body.

The 26p denomination (1st class inland & eu rate) depicts the mg td, 
built between 1950 and 1953; nearly 30,000.were maufactured. It is said 
thst during the war many gis in Britain took a fancy to the old mgs much 
driven by Spitfire pilots. By 1949 the Nuffield Organisation had developed 
the mg td, sold at £445, and capable of 8omph. Within three years over 
23,000 had been exported to the USA, earning it the accolade of Britain’s 
best-selling export. It was seen as a fun car, noted for the separation of the 
seats by just a slim gear-lever.

The subject for the 37P value (airmail postcard rate) is the Austin- 
Healey 100, made between 1953 and 1956. Over 14,000 were produced of 
this car which was the star of the 1952 Earls Court Motor Show. It was 
capable of speeds of up to ii5mph and could accelerate from o to 60 in 
just 12.3 seconds. Its price was a nostalgic X?75°-

The Jaguar XK120 is shown on the 43P value (basic airmail letter rate). 
This was launched in 1948 when austerity was very much the ‘name-of- 
the-game’ in Britain. Yet by 1954 some 12,000 of these cars had been sold 
at almost £1000 each. XK120 really did stand for I2omph. In the early 
years production could not keep pace with demand and most were owned 
by the rich and famous.

The final stamp, the 63P denomination (airmail letters, second rate 
step), depicts the Morgan Plus Four, capable of i05mph and manufactured 
from 1951 until 1969. In true Morgan tradition, numbers were limited, 
only 3737 were produced. When first sold it cost £565. From the first four- 
wheeled Morgans of 1936, the company sold everything it could make. 
Even today Morgan cars are still built in the traditional way and there is 
currently a six-year waiting list.

first day facilities Unstamped Royal Mail first day cover envelopes 
will be available from main post offices, the British Philatelic Bureau and
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Post Office Counters philatelic outlets around a week before i October, 
price 25p.

The Bureau will provide a first day cover service - collectors may order 
the Royal Mail cover bearing the stamps, cancelled with a pictorial ‘first 
day of issue’ postmark of the Bureau or Beaulieu, Brockenhurst. Beaulieu 
is the location of the National Motor Museum who have co-operated in 
the issue of these stamps. Price £2.64 (including vat) to uk addresses, 
£2.25 to overseas addresses (no vat). Orders for first day covers must be 
received at the Bureau by 1 October 1996.

Collectors may send their own stamped covers on the day of issue, for 
these cancels, to: British Philatelic Bureau, 20 Brandon Street, Edinburgh 
EH3 5TT, or Special Handstamp Centre, Royal Mail, Wexham Road, 
Slough sli iaa (for Beaulieu postmark). The outer envelope should be 
endorsed ‘FD9625’ (Bureau), or ‘FD9626’ (Beaulieu).

First Day Posting Boxes will be provided at most main post offices for 
collectors who wish to post covers to receive local (mostly non-pictorial) 
‘first day of issue’ handstamps.

Details of other special handstamps, sponsored by Royal Mail, stamp 
dealers and others, will be found in the British Postmark Bulletin the Royal 
Mail’s magazine for postmark collectors. It is available on subscription 
from the British Philatelic Bureau: £10 uk and Europe; £21.75 rest °f 
world (airmail).

Collectors are reminded that it will be in order to affix just the 2op Cars 
stamp to covers to receive all special cancels (‘first day of issue’, sponsored 
and philatelic counters), in use on 1 October. The mimimum 1st class rule 
is suspended on this day as the set includes a 2nd class rate stamp: this con­
cession applies only to the 2op Cars stamp; otherwise covers must bear at 
least 1st class postage.

presentation pack and stamp cards A presentation pack (price 
£2.25) and stamp cards (25P each) will be available from the Bureau. Post 
Office Counters philatelic outlets, and main post offices.

earlier car stamps Somewhat surprisingly for a country so associated 
with the car industry, motor vehicles have featured on relatively few British 
stamps. The Mini and Jaguar featured on the 6d stamp in the 1966 British 
Technology set and four stamps honouring the British Motor Industry 
(1982) depicted the Austin Seven and Metro, the Ford Model t and Escort, 
Jaguar ssi and xj6, and Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost and Silver Spirit.

Other motor vehicles have been depicted on: 1974 Fire Engines 3*/2p 
(first motor fire engine, 1904); 1974 upu 8p (airmail van); 1976 Telephone 
Centenary up (Mini); 1979 Police u’Ap (Land Rover); 1985 350 Years of 
Postal Service 17P, 22p & 3ip (postal vehicles, buses and taxis); 1987 St John 
Ambulance 22p & 3ip (ambulances). A toy car featured on one of the 1992 
‘Memories’ Greetings stamps. Commercial vehicles and vintage cars were 
depicted on 5op stamp book covers in 1978-81. Postal vehicles have been 
shown on other stamp book covers •

Technical details

Printers Harrison & Sons Ltd 

Process Photogravure

Size 35mm square 

Sheets 100

Perforation 14

Phosphor 20p: one band • 
26p-63p: two bands • Blue 
fluor in phosphor

Paper OBA (Optical Brighten­
ing Agent) free

Gum PVA

Cylinder numbers and 
colours

20p P40 (phosphor) • 1A 
(silver) • 1 B (greenish yellow)
• 1C (bright scarlet) • 1D 
(vermilion) • 1E (new blue) • 
1F (black)

26p P41 (phosphor) • 1A 
(silver) • 1B (greenish yellow)
• 1C (magenta) • 1D (green­
ish blue) • 1B (black)

37p P41 (phosphor) • 1A 
(silver) • 1B (greenish yellow)
• 1C (bright magenta) • 1D 
(deep turquoise-blue) • 1E 
(new blue) • 1F (black) 

43p P41 (phosphor) • 1A 
(silver) • 1B (greenish yellow)
• 2C (magenta) • 2D (green­
ish blue) • 3E (black)

63p P41 (phosphor) • 1A 
(silver) • 1B (greenish yellow)
• 1D (magenta) • 1D (green­
ish blue) • 1E (stone) • 1F 
(black)
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