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Annuals and exhibitions Part three: Richard West’s series
Where do Greetings (and now Occa
sions) stamps fit into the scheme of things? Col
lectors must really decide for themselves whether
they are definitives or special issues (or indeed a
separate category). However, from the 1992 series,
with its designs on the theme of .‘Memories’, these
stamps have been made available in presentation
packs.
The Greetings stamps were produced only in
booklets: so initially were the self-adhesive stamps.
The ‘experimental’ booklet of 1993, containing
20 of the 1 st class self-adhesive stamp, was also
available in a presentation pack.
Although no longer produced, the humble post
age due, which had not changed in design from
inception up to decimalisation, saw three differ
ent designs since 1971. Presentation packs have
been available for all the three different designs
(when a 7p value was added to the 1971 series,
this was also included in the packs).
Greetings

Back in 1967 it was decided to offer
the year’s special issues in one pack, which was
designated at the time as a Gift Pack. It was issued
on 27 November, so that it could also include the
year’s Christmas stamps.
The concept was repeated the following year,
although in 1968 the Gift Pack was produced in
both an English and a German language version,
and did not include the year’s Christmas stamps.
However, in 1968 the situation was made slight
ly more complicated by the addition of a further
item, called the Collector’s Pack. This was avail
able from 16 September, and contained special
issues of both 1967 (from the British Discoveries
and Inventions set) and 1968 (up to the British
Paintings series).
After 1968 the Gift Pack was dropped, but the
Collector’s Pack remained, for many years still
containing issues which overlapped two years,
albeit one pack continuing where the previous
had stopped. This practice continued until 1971;
thereafter, from 1972 onwards, the Collector’s
Pack contained just the sets issued in the partic
ular year.

In 1983 the format of these annual packs changed
to a standard A4 size, but the change of name,
from Collector’s Pack to Year Pack, did not take
place until 1994. They continue to be offered at
the end of each year.
In 1969 and 1970 the packs were also made
available with either German or Japanese trans
lation insert cards; from 1971 to 1974 only Ger
man cards were provided.
Back in 1978, in preparation for the London
1980 international stamp exhibition, the Post
Office issued its first miniature sheet. Similar
sheets were also issued in 1979 and 1980 for the
1980 exhibition, and again in 1988, 1989 and
1990 for the 1990 exhibition. However, the Col
lector’s (Year) Packs did not at first include the
miniature sheets: the situation changed in 1990
with the miniature sheet issued that year.
From 1994 Greetings stamps (issued in book
lets) were, perhaps surprisingly, included in the
Year Packs.

Annual packs
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I11 1984 came yet a further develop
ment, the Year Book. This is a bound volume,
giving much background information to each set
of special stamps issued during the year, each
issue having its own ‘chapter’. The stamps are
provided, ready for mounting within the appro
priate chapter.
Referring back to the miniature sheets pro
duced to support the Stamp World London 90
exhibition, the Year Book for 1988 did include the
miniature sheet that combined the four Edward
Lear stamps, but it did not include the separate
stamps. However, from 1989 the miniature sheets
were included in their own right.
From 1995, luxury versions of the Year Book
have been made available bound in leather.
In many instances, collectors like to have items
which are absolutely pristine, in other words as
originally issued. In the case of the Year Books,
this means leaving the book with its cellophane
protection intact: such books have never been
opened and examined. A dilemma for many col
lectors occurred in 1998. The intention had been
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From top: 1967 Gift Pack,
1969 Collector’s Pack, and
1998 Yearbook.
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To tell a story that’s compelling and convincing requires tremendous skill under any

circumstances. To spin a magical tale of another, parallel world populated by its
own distinctive peoples, brimming with adventure, governed by unfamiliar yet
credible rules and values, and then to offer all this up to the exacting scrutiny
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that the lowest value of the Christmas set should
be a 13P value. The stamps had been printed, and
Year Books were made up with the 13P stamps. A
decision was then made to increase postal rates,
and that the lowest value should be i4p. Replace
ment stamps were printed: the intention was that
the 13P values in the Year Books be substituted
with the I4p. However, some Year Books failed
to have the stamps changed, and so exist with the
13P Christmas stamp. All examples of the 13P
Christmas have come from Year Books, but how
do you know if your Year Book contains the error
of value unless you break open the cellophane?
If your book turns out to contain the 14P, you
have reduced the potential ‘value’ of your book
in vain.
As with Year Packs, Year Books continue to be
made available each year.
Before leaving special books, it is appropriate
to mention Snowdon Shepherd, written by Keith
Bowen, designer of the Wintertime stamps of
1992: the books were sold with a set of the stamps
included.

In 1986 an experiment was tried
of producing the 13P Christmas stamp in small
sheets of 36 (two panes of 18 separated by a gut
ter), for sale in special packs. The idea was again
tested in 1987, but not continued thereafter (now,
of course, the inland rates Christmas stamps are
available in booklet form).
The 1986 packs exist with a bar code sticker
additionally affixed to the back, for limited test
sales through non-Post Office outlets.
Christmas packs

Further Gift Packs In 1994, the opening of the
Channel Tunnel was marked by both the British
and French Post Offices, the same stamp designs
being used by both countries. A Gift Pack was
made available, which contained joint first day
covers of the stamps from both countries, the
Souvenir Book (already mentioned), a joint pre
sentation pack, and a ‘black print’ of the stamp
designs.
Similar Gift Packs were offered for the 1994
Christmas stamps (including a presentation pack,
first day cover and set of stamp cards), and in the
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following year for Cats and the Centenary of
The National Trust. The nt pack included a bro
chure on The National Trust, a presentation pack,
and a set of stamp cards, with the stamps affixed
to the picture side and cancelled on the day of
issue.

To save any confusion, when men
tioning special issues for which no presentation
pack was provided last time, there were three fur
ther single stamp issues for which no pack was
provided. These were for the 80th birthday of
the Queen Mother (1980), the London Econom
ic Summit Conference (1984) and the Common
wealth Parliamentary Association Conference
(■986).
Special issues

Exhibitions It’s amazing how we keep looking
back at those four initial packs produced in i960.
They were sold at the international stamp exhi
bition which was held in London that year, and
during a sales tour undertaken by the Post Office
in North America. In 1971 a similar situation
arose. A sales tour was undertaken of Scandina
vian countries, and two packs were produced.
The first, with a green cover, contained one of
each of the newly-issued low value decimal def
initives (up to pp). It was also felt desirable to
have a ‘special issue’ available in a similar pack,
but as it had been decided sensible to have a
pause in the release of new ‘specials’ during the
period of the change of currency (fortuitous, as
it happens, as this was also the period of a long
postal strike), no decimal currency special issues
had yet been released. Therefore the pack which
was produced, this time with a red cover, con
tained one each of the 1970 (pre-decimal) Christ
mas stamps.
Also in 1971. the naba stamp exhibition was
held in Switzerland: for this a special pack was
produced which contained both the low values
and the four high value decimal definitives. A sec
ond pack contained a set of the first decimal post
age due labels.
For the international exhibition staged in Brus
sels in 1972, Belgica 72, a very attractive souvenir
pack was produced. Focusing on British stamps
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From top: 1994 Christmas
Gift Pack, 1986 Christmas
stamps in a folder containing
36 of the 13p value, and the
pack for a 1971 Scandinavia
tour containing newly-issued
low-value decimal definitives.
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with a religious theme, it featured not only the
issued stamps, but also illustrated many of the
unadopted designs. This pack included the 1971
Christmas series depicting stained glass windows
and the 1972 Village Churches series.
Back in 1978, racing driver Alain de Cadenet
was helping promote British stamps, particularly
overseas. For the American Philatelic Society
Convention held in Indianapolis in 1978 a sim
ple pack was produced, containing a set of the
Horses stamps and the Cycling series transport
with not quite the speed that Alain de Cadenet
was used to.
Often these ‘presentation souvenirs’ were pro
duced by agents acting for the British Post Office
overseas, and were sometimes released without
prior consultation with those at Post Office Head
quarters in London. Such was the case with the
international stamp exhibition held in Tokyo in
1981. A folder containing one of each of the two
Royal Wedding stamps was produced. While the
bulk of the text was in Japanese, on the reverse
appeared the inscription ‘British Post Office’, suf
ficient to give the item the impression of being
officially sanctioned. As a result many collectors
wanted to acquire the folder.
Examples were therefore made available from
the Philatelic Bureau in Edinburgh. However, it
was realised that the original Japanese text made
reference to Prince Charles standing on a box for
the photograph seen on the stamps to be taken:
this was never officially confirmed. The folders
sold through the Bureau were consequently a re
print, on which all such reference to the ‘box’ was
removed.
At the international exhibition in Copenhagen
in 1987, Hafnia, packs of the Studio Pottery issue
were being assembled on the British Post Office
stand. An insert card placed in the packs noted
this.
For an exhibition held overseas, that in 1997 in
Hong Kong, just prior to the hand-back, was un
usual in that Royal Mail marked the event with
a commemorative label stamp book. The British
Post Office naturally had a stand, at which two
souvenirs of particular interest were sold. One
was a folder containing the ‘Hong Kong 97’ book
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let pane: this had just a plain cover carrying suit
able text. Far more colourful was the folder con
taining another commemorative label booklet
pane, this time for The Queen’s 70th birthday:
the covers featured a montage of tourist sights of
London. Both these folders were inscribed inside
with the text ‘The Marketing Department, British
Post Office’.
The most recent ‘international’ in London was,
of course, The Stamp Show 2000. The exhibi
tion souvenir (featuring the Machin colour palette
by Jeffery Matthews) and the miniature sheet
(including a 1953 Coronation design) were made
available in presentation packs. One might also
describe the admission ticket, which consisted of
a folder in which was placed the appropriately
inscribed ‘Millennium Timekeeper’ miniature
sheet, as a ‘pack’, However, these were not only
sold at the ‘international’, but were made more
widely available.
Of particular interest, however, was the pre
sentation pack containing a block of four of the
Penny Black which was printed from a special
plate created using the original die held by the
Post Office. This reproduction Penny Black was
created specifically for the exhibition, and dem
onstrations of its printing were a highlight of the
exhibition.
These packs and folders in no way reflect the
total participation of the British Post Office at
stamp exhibitions. Often a special item is pro
duced for sale primarily at the exhibition, includ
ing the range of exhibition cards produced during
the 1980s. However, as these are not in the style
of presentation packs or folders, they are outside
the scope of this article.
In addition to postal administrations, it is quite
usual for stamp printers to be present at stamp
exhibitions, not only demonstrating their skills
but also often producing souvenir items. Howev
er, these are rarely in the form of presentation
packs. An example may be found for Philympia
held in London in 1970; Harrison and Sons had
printed the three Philympia stamps which were
to publicise the event, and made the three avail
able in a souvenir folder sold from their stand at
the exhibition. To be continued •
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Above, pack for the American
Philatelic Society Convention
in Indianapolis in 1978. Right,
pack produced by the British
Post Office agent in Japan,
for the exhibition in Tokyo in
1981.
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The British Post Office Hong Kong '97 Souvenir

Above and right, the souvenir
folders sold at Hong Kong 97.
Below, folder containing the
Philympia 70 stamps, printed
by Harrison and Sons.

1/6

207

